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REPORT. 


A  HE  facility  afforded  for  the  investment  of  English  capital  in 
France,  and  the  consequent  identity  of  commercial  interest 
established  between  this  country  and  England,  have  led  to  the 
formation  of  several  Anglo-French  Companies,  for  some  of 
the  most  important  Railways  on  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
the  construction  of  which  has  been  entrusted  to  eminent 
English  contractors,  who  have  naturally  availed  themselves  of 
the  experience  and  skill  of  English  labourers. 

If,  within  the  limited  sphere  of  their  parochial  charge,  the 
resident  Clergy  in  England  have  been  compelled  to  appeal  to 
companies  and  contractors  connected  with  railways,  in  behalf 
of  the  labourers  and  their  families,  to  provide,  in  some  measure, 
for  the  religious  instruction  of  this  peculiar  class  of  men,  by 
assisting  to  support  additional  Clergymen,  and  establishing  ex- 
traordinary Schools  on  their  works ;  it  is  not  surprising,  that 
large  bodies  of  these  men,  from  every  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, assembled  in  a  foreign  land,  and  deprived  of  the  pastoral 
care  of  their  lawfully-constituted  teachers  at  home,  should 
excite  the  compassion,  and  engage  the  sympathies,  of  their 
fellow-countrymen,  who,  by  Providence,  may  be  cast  among 
them,  and  who  feel  an  interest  in  their  temporal  well-being 
and  their  spiritual  and  eternal  good.  Such  were  the  sentiments 
that  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  English  National  Schools 
on  the  Rouen  and  Havre  Railway,  where  by  far  the  larger  pro- 
portion are  English  and  Irish  labourers. 

It  is  now  eighteen  months  since  the  first  of  these  schools  was 
opened  at  Malaunay,  supported  entirely  at  the  expense  of 
Mr.  Brassey,  one  of  the  contractors. 

In  the  beginning  of  last  year  it  was  proposed  to  open 
*  School,  No.  2,'  at  Rouen ;  in  which  city,  besides  the  railway 
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men,  there  is  a  large  English  population  employed  in  the  gas- 
works, foundries,  &c.  An  application  was  addressed  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Rouen  and  Havre  Company,  and  it  was  most 
liberally  responded  to  by  those  gentlemen  and  others  connected 
with  the  works :  consequently,  a  large  and  flourishing  School 
was  commenced,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  continued  long 
after  the  completion  of  the  railway  in  that  locality. 

His  Excellency  the  British  Ambassador  was  pleased,  at  this 
time,  to  take  the  Schools  under  his  especial  patronage. 

At  the  commencement  of  another  very  important  branch  of 
the  works,  at  Barentin,  the  persons  about  to  be  employed 
earnestly  requested  that  their  children  might  have  similar 
opportunities  of  instruction ;  promising,  that  if  a  Teacher  could 
be  procured  for  them,  they  would  provide  a  school-room  at 
their  own  expense.  An  appeal  on  their  behalf  was  made  to 
friends  in  England,  which  was  also  cheerfully  responded  to  by 
them,  particularly  by  the  Clergy  and  other  friends  at  Brighton ; 
and  '  School  No.  3 '  was  opened  at  Barentin. 

The  claims  of  these  Institutions  were  now  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  the  benevolent  consideration  of  the  Queen  Dowager ; 
and  her  Majesty  was  most  graciously  pleased  to  confer  her 
patronage  upon  them,  and  to  transmit,  in  aid  of  their  funds, 
through  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Luscombe,  a  donation 
of  201. 

It  was  now  thought  desirable  that  the  Schools,  which  had 
hitherto  been  carried  on  by  individual  exertion,  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  more  general  controul;  and  a  Committee  was  formed, 
under  the  Presidency  of  the  Bishop,  to  which  the  management 
and  responsibility  were  transferred. 

The  Committee,  so  formed,  have  thought  it  desirable  to 
preface  the  First  Report  of  their  proceedings  with  the  foregoing 
remarks,  that  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Schools  may  be 
well  understood. 

The  Committee,  in  commencing  their  labours,  were  en- 
couraged by  the  gratifying  announcement  that  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  the  French  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  patronize 
their  efforts  by  a  donation  of  1000  francs.     The  Duchess  of 
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Orleans,  also,  has  kindly  contributed  to  the  Society^s  Funds,,  in 
the  name  of  Her  Royal  Highness  and  that  of  the  Count  of  Paris. 

These  sums,  with  the  contributions  that  have  been  subse- 
quently received,  have  enabled  the  Committee  to  open  '  School 
No.  4,'  at  Mirville,  near  Bolbec,  where  there  is  also  a  large 
number  of  English  workmen. 

Thus  the  Committee  have,  at  the  present  time,  Four  Schools 
in  active  operation,  in  which,  since  their  commencement, 
601  children  have  been  admitted,  of  whom  only  290  could  say 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  73  could  read  the  Bible :  400  did  not 
know  their  letters. 

In  stating  that  the  Schools  are  in  connection  with  the  Na- 
tional Society  in  London,  and  that  all  the  Masters  are  supplied 
from  the  Training  Schools  of  that  Institution,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  the  Committee  to  explain  more  particularly  the  principles 
upon  which  the  children  are  taught.  The  education  they  re- 
ceive is  a  Scriptural  education,  founded  on  the  doctrines  and 
discipline  of  the  Anglican  Church ;  and  their  secular  instruction 
is  carefully  adapted  to  their  social  condition.  The  entire  ar- 
rangement, order,  and  discipline  of  the  Schools  have  been  under- 
taken by  the  Bishop's  Catechist,  to  whom  the  religious  instruction 
of  the  workmen  is  confided,  and  who  visits  daily  one  or  other  of 
the  Schools ;  examining  the  children  class  by  class,  exercising 
an  active  and  vigilant  superintendence  over  the  several  Masters 
and  Teachers,  and  seconding  the  efforts  of  the  National  Society, 
to  maintain  in  them  the  cherished  principles  of  the  Church  to 
which  they  belong. 

The  course  of  instruction  given  will  be  seen  from  the  an- 
nexed Time  Table. 

The  children  of  the  Daily  Schools  are  required  to  attend  on 
Sundays,  when  the  School-rooms  are  appropriated  as  Places  of 
Worship  for  the  workmen  and  others. 

The  Committee  desire  to  express  their  humble  thanks  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  blessing  that  has  hitherto  attended  their 
endeavours,  both  in  the  pecuniary  support  they  have  received, 
and  the  success  in  the  instruction  they  have  been  enabled  to 
afford.     Some  children,  who,  on  their  admission,  did  not  know 


4  REPORT. 

their  letters,  are  now  in  the  Bible  Class ;  and  most  of  them 
have  had  their  minds  stored  with  portions  of  those  Holy 
Scriptures  which  are  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation. 
In  the  spring  of  last  year  above  thirty  of  them  were  presented 
to  the  Bishop  for  Confirmation,  at  the  Schools  in  Rouen  and 
Malaunay ;  and  a  still  larger  number  of  Candidates  will  be 
ready  for  the  next  occasion.  One  of  the  boys  has  been  placed 
by  his  parents  under  the  care  of  the  Committee,  to  be  trained, 
in  the  Madras  System,  for  a  National  Schoolmaster. 

The  Masters  teach  adults  and  the  driving  boys  in  the  evening, 
on  their  paying  ten  centimes  (one  penny)  for  each  lesson. 

There  is  a  Lending  Library  at  each  of  the  Schools  for  the 
use  of  the  workmen  and  their  families. 

The  Committee  desire  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  material 
help  afforded  them  by  the  National  Society,  in  selecting  and  ap- 
pointing efficient  Teachers  from  the  Training  School  at  West- 
minster ;  and  also  to  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Know- 
ledge, and*  to  the  Trinitarian  Bible  Society,  for  several  grants 
of  their  valuable  publications. 

The  Committee  lament  that  no.  Religious  Society  in  England 
can  supply  their  numerous  countrymen  employed  on  the  rail- 
ways in  France  with  Clergymen,  from  whom  they  might  derive 
the  full  benefit  of  religious  instruction.  As  railways  in  this 
country  are  increasing,  so  are  increasing  the  numbers  of 
English  families  coming  hither.  The  Committee,  therefore, 
would  call  particular  attention  to  this  fact,  and  pray  God  that 
they  may  not  plead  in  vain  for  the  supply  of  Ordained  Missio- 
naries, who,  sanctioned  with  the  Bishop's  licence,  would  act 
under  his  superintendence. 

The  Committee  earnestly  appeal  to  the  benevolent  and 
wealthy,  in  behalf  of  the  important  Institutions  they  are  asso- 
ciated to  promote  ;  and  they  conclude  their  Report  with  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hawtrey  for  his  excellent  Sermon,  so 
successfully  preached  in  behalf  of  the  Schools. 

M.  H.  LUSCOMBE  (Bishop), 

President  of  the  Committee. 
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Maiden,  Lieut.  C.  R.,  R.N.,  Brighton      -         -     -  6  00 

Malmesbury,  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of    -       -  10  00 

Manning,  Mrs.  Henry 10  00 

Maitland,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Brighton,  collected  by,  "  for 

the  benefit  of  Railroad  Labourers."     -         -     -  40  00 

Marsh,  Rev.  W.,  D.D.,  Leammgton   -         -         -  25  00 

Marsh,  F.  C.  Esq 20  00 

Marshall,  J.  B.  Esq 6  00 

Martin,  Miss,  and  Pupils,  Paris         -         -         -  15  00 

Master,  Colonel        - 10  00 

M'Gilivray,  Mrs. 26  25 

Meek,  S.  Esq.,  Rouen            25  00 

Millett,  Rev.  G.,  Brighton           -        -        -         -  6  00 

Mills,  J.  Esq.,  Brighton 12  50 

Milne,  T.  Jones,  Esq 20  00 

Milroy,  Mr.,  Barentin          -         -         -         -     -  25  00 

Mimardieres,  Mons.,  Paris          -         -         -         -  1000 

Money,  Mrs.  G.,  Brighton,  collected  by           -     -  1 1 2  80 

Moran,  Mrs.,  Brighton 6  00 

Moss,  J.  Esq.,  Liverpool 181  00 

Muston,  Mons.  Paul  J.,  Rouen            -         -         -  50  00 

Needham,  The  Lady  Georgiana          -         -         -  20  00 

Nelson,  E.  Esq.,  Paris     -       -         -                   -     -  10  00 

Nesbitt,  Mrs.  Cosby,  Paris           -         -         -         -  10  00 

Neville,  — ,  Esq.,  Paris 20  00 

Neuman,  — ,  Esq.,  Paris    -         -         .         .  40  00 

Newman,  Mr.  W.,  London 12  50 

Newman,  Miss 6  00 

Nisbett,  Mrs.  F.  H.,  Paris          -         -         -         -  10  00 

"  Norman  Times "  Newspaper         -        -         -     -  20  00 


SUBSCRIBERS. 

Okey,  C.  Ksq.,  Paris lOf.  00c. 

Overton,  William,  Esq. 10  00 

Palk,  Sir  Laurence,  Bart.      -         -         -         -     -  10  00 

Parriss,  Mr.  Peter,  Paris 10  00 

Parker,  Messrs.,  Paris 10  00 

Pearson,  — ,  Esq.      ------  5  00 

Peel,  Lawrence,  Esq.         -         -         -         -         -  20  00 

Pembroke,  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of        -         -  20  00 

Pennant,  The  Lady  Emma,  Brighton            -         -  25  00 

Perceval,  Mrs.,  Paris        -         -         -         -         -  10  00 

Perfect,  Robert,  Esq.,  Brighton            -         -         -  25  00 

Peters,  — ,  Esq.,  Paris 5  00 

Pidcock,  G.  Esq.,  Paris 20  00 

Polhill,  E.  Esq.,  Brighton            -         -         -         -  12  -50 

Pollin,  Sir  John  Walter,  Bart.   -         -         -         -  10  00 

Power,  The  Count  de 1 0  00 

Rutland,  Mrs,  Paris 20  00 

Rawdon,  Miss --10  00 

Reade,  Rev.  Frederick,  Brighton         -         -         -  12  50 

Reed,  W.  Esq.,  Twickenham          -         -         -     -  50  00 

Reed,  C.  Esq.,  Paris 10  00 

Recher,  Mens.,  Rouen            15  00 

Riall,  Gen.  Sir  Phineas 25  00 

Richardson,  James  S.  M.  Esq.,  Tunbridge  Wells,  6  00 

R.  J.,  London 26  25 

Roberts,  Dr.,  Paris 1 0  00 

Roe,  F.  Esq. 5  00 

Rothschild,  the  Baroness  de         -         -         -         -  20  00 

Rowley,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Paris          -         -     -  20  00 

Rutter,  Edward,  Esq.  -         -         -         -         -     .  6  00 

Sex,  W.  Esq.,  by  Mrs.  Newman  -         -        -         -  26  25 

Seymour,  S.  Esq.      -          -         -         -         -         -  10  00 

Sharp,  P.  Esq.,  Paris 10  00 

Shee,  The  Count  d' Alton,  Peer  of  France        -    -  50  00 

Silverthorne,  Mr.,  Brighton        -         -         -         -  6  00 

Sloper,  Miss     -------  5  00 

Smith,  G.  A.  Esq.,  Paris        -         -         -         -     -  25  00 

Smith,  Rev.  R.  S.,  Brighton         -         -         -         -  6  25 

Soames,  W.  A.  Esq.,  Brighton     -         -         -         -  25  00 

Spear,  — ,  Esq.,  Rouen          -         -         -         -     -  50  00 

Springett,  Miss,  Tunbridge  Wells       -         -         -  34  00 

Stephens,  S.  Lyne,  Esq.,  Paris    -         -         -         -  20  00 

Stevens,  A.  Esq.,  Paris      -         -        -        -        -  10  00 

Stewart,  C.  Esq.,  Paris          -         -         -         -     -  20  00 

Stewart,  Rev.  Charles            -         -         -         -     -  1 0  00 

Stock,  Mr.,  Paris 5  00 

Stowe,  Mr.,  Paris -  10  00 

Suffield,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord       -         -         -     -  20  00 

Sutherland,  Mrs.  S.  H.      -         -         -         -         -  5  00 
Swift,  John,  Esq.          -         -         -         -         --13100 


1^ 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Taylor,  Herbert,  Esq.  M.D. 
Thatcher,  F.  Esq.,  Paris 
Tharratt,  Mr.,  Rouen 
Thibaudeau,  Mens.,  Paris 
Towers,  Miss  M.  E. 
Trotter,  Lady 

T.  T. 

Tudor,  George,  Esq.,  Paris   - 
Twynam,  W.  Esq.,  Bishop-Stoke 
Vance,  A.  Rsq.,  Malaunay    - 
Vaughan,  Rev.  James,  Brighton 
Verity,  — ,  Esq.  M.D.,  Paris      - 
Vores,  Rev.  T.,  Hastings 
Waddington,  — ,  Esq.,  Rouen    - 
Waldegrave,  The  Misses 
Ward,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord      - 
Ward,  The  Hon.  J.  P.       - 
West,  — ,  Esq.,  Paris 
West,  Mrs.,  Brighton  - 
White,  G.  Esq.,  London   - 
Whitelock,  Mrs.,  Paris 
Wigney,  G.  Esq.,  Brighton 
Wood,  Mrs.,  Paris   - 
Woodhouse,  T.  Esq.,  Paris    - 
Woollett,  Mr.  E.,  Rouen  - 
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